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DETAILED ACTION 

♦ 

Response to Arguments 

* 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-12, 14-17 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-3, 6-12, 15-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over GETTLEMAN et al (US 5,987,332) in view of MA et al (US 5,995,500) and in 
further view of SHAFFER et al (US 2006/0171519 A1). 

Regarding claim 1, GETTLEMAN discloses a method for notifying callers, 
comprising the steps of: during a dispatch call in a dispatch system, assigning a first 
communications channel to a set of callers (column 2:lines 41-50; column 3:lines 8-15); 

■ 

temporarily converting the first communications channel [traffic channel] (410, 420, 430- 
Figure 4) to a second communications channel [temporary control channel] (415, 425- 
Figure 4) when the first communications channel is released (column 4:line 53-column 
5:line 7; voice channel is converted into control channel during lulls in communication); 
and transmitting over the second communication channel a message [neighbor cell 
information] to at least one of the set of callers (column 5:lines 51-54); wherein both the 
first communications channel and the second communications channel are part of the 
dispatch system (col. 4, line 26-coL 5, line 7). However, GETTLEMAN does not 
expressly disclose wherein the message is a user-recoghizable notification that a party 
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is attempting to contact at least one of the set of callers. MA discloses wherein the 
message is a user-recognizable notification that a party is attempting to contact at least 
one of the set of callers [call waiting] (column 3:line 66-column 5:line 7). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify GETTLEMAN to include notification that a party is attempting to 
contact one of the mobile subscribers within the control channel, as both inventions 
involve using a wireless system and message transmittance within the control channel. 

* 

This is beneficial in that it allows the disclosed invention of GETTLEMAN to more 
efficiently process control information when communicating with another subscriber. 
However the combination of GETTLEMAN and MA does not expressly disclose 
permitting at least one of the set of callers to determine whether to terminate the first 
communications channel in response to the receipt of the user-recognizable notification. 
SHAFFER discloses permitting at least one of the set of callers to determine whether to 
terminate the first communications channel in response to the receipt of a user- 
recognizable notification (paragraph 25, 33, 50, 61; in response to a hold message a 
user is permitted to disconnect a first media stream (i.e. terminate a communication 
channel) and place another call if desired. Although SHAFFER shows wired devices, it 
is clear from paragraph 18 and 21 that various devices and networks are considered). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of GETTLEMAN and MA to end a 
first communication channel, as taught by SHAFFER since it is well known and common 
in the art to release resources used by two terminals after a call has been disconnected. 
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It is further noted that during a call waiting notification situation, it is well known and 

« 

conventional to permit either an caller or called terminal to terminate a communication 
channel by ending the current call. 

Regarding claim 2, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. GETTLEMAN further discloses wherein the first 
communications channel is converted to the second communications channel for the 
shorter duration of a predetermined amount of time and a time until the first 
communications channel is no longer released (column 5:lines 60-64; control channel is 
active for a short period during lull in communication after a predefined duration). 

Regarding claim 3, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. GETTLEMAN further discloses further comprising 
the step of selectively converting the second communications channel back to the first 
communications channel (column 4:line 53-column 5:line 7). 

Regarding claims 6 and 15, see the rejections of the parent claims concerning 
the subject matter this claim is dependant upon. However, GETTLEMAN does not 
expressly disclose further comprising the steps of: terminating the first communications 
channel after one of the set of callers receives the transmitted message; and assigning 
a third communications channel to permit at least one of the set of callers to contact the 
party. MA discloses further comprising the steps of: terminating the first communications 
channel after one of the set of callers receives the transmitted notification (Figure 8; 
column 3:line 66-column 5:line 7; column 10:lines 36-50; traffic channel is terminated 
and slave mobile enters indirect mode with new traffic channel assignment); and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/631 ,234 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2617 

assigning a third communications channel to permit at least one of the set of callers to 
contact the party (Figure 8; column 10:lines 36-62; third party connects to mobile and is 
inherently assigned a new traffic channel until third party disconnects). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify GETTLEMAN to include a third communication channel to permit 
communication between a at least one of the set of callers, as taught by MA, as this 
allows the original call to be placed on hold until the third party is finished. 

Regarding claim 7, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. GETTLEMAN further discloses wherein the first 
communications channel is a traffic channel (410, 420, 430-Figure 4; column 4:line 53- 
column 5:line 7) and the second communications channel is a temporary control 
channel (415, 425-Figure 4; column 4:line 53-column 5:line 7). 

Regarding claim 8, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. GETTLEMAN further discloses wherein the set of 
callers use communications units assigned to the first communications channel to 
communicate with one another (column 4:line 53-column 5:line 7) and wherein the first 
communications channel is released when none of the communications units that are 
assigned to the first communications channel are transmitting over the first 
communications channel (column 5:lines 4-6; communication channel can be 
reassigned if temporary control channel is active for extend periods of time). 

Regarding claim 9, GETTLEMAN discloses a method of notifying callers, 
comprising the steps of: during a dispatch call in a dispatch system, assigning a first 
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communications channel to a set of callers (column 2:lines 41-50; column 3:lines 8-15); 
temporarily converting the first communications channel [traffic channel] (410, 420, 430- 
Figure 4) to a second communications channel [temporary control channel] (415, 425- 
Figure 4) when the first communications channel is released (column 4:line 53-column 
5:line 7; voice channel is converted into control channel during lulls in communication); 
and transmitting a message [neighbor cell information] to at least one of the set of 
callers over the second communications channel (column 5:lines 51-54); and wherein 
both the first communications channel and the second communications channel are part 
of the dispatch system (col. 4, line 26-col. 5, line 7). However, GETTLEMAN does not 
expressly disclose that wherein the message is a notification that a party is attempting 
to contact at least one of the set of callers; and wherein the notification is capable of 
being perceived by a user. MA discloses that wherein the message is a notification that 
a party is attempting [call waiting] to contact at least one of the set of callers (column 
3:line 66-column 5:line 7); and wherein the notification is capable of being perceived by 
a user (column 3:line 66-column 5:line 7; call waiting is defined as a feature that allows 
a user to be notified of another incoming call while a call is already in progress). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify GETTLEMAN to include notification that a party is 
attempting to contact one of the mobile subscribers within the control channel, as taught 
by MA, since both inventions involve using a wireless system and message 
transmittance within the control channel. This is beneficial in that it allows the disclosed 
invention of GETTLEMAN to more efficiently process control information when 
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communicating with another subscriber. However the combination of GETTLEMAN and 
MA does not expressly disclose permitting at least one of the set of callers to determine 
whether to terminate the first communications channel in response to the receipt of the 
notification. SHAFFER discloses permitting at least one of the set of callers to 
determine whether to terminate the first communications channel in response to the 
receipt of a notification (paragraph 25, 33, 50, 61; in response to a hold message a user 
is permitted to disconnect a first media stream (i.e. terminate a communication channel) 
and place another call if desired. Although SHAFFER shows wired devices, it is clear 
from paragraph 18 and 21 that various devices and networks are considered). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of GETTLEMAN and MA to end a 
first communication channel, as taught by SHAFFER since it is well known and common 
in the art to release resources used by two terminals after a call has been disconnected. 
It is further noted that during a call waiting notification situation, it is well known and 
conventional to permit either an caller or called terminal to terminate a communication 
channel by ending the current call. 

* 

Regarding claim 10, GETTLEMAN discloses a system for notifying callers, 
comprising: at least one base station (125, 135, 145-Figure 1; column 3:lines 17-20); 
and an application processor [system control] (110-Figure 1), wherein said application 
processor assigns a first communications channel [traffic channel] (410, 420, 430- 
Figure 4) to a set of callers and instructs said base station to temporarily convert said 
first communications channel to a second communications channel [temporary control 
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channel] (415, 425-Figure 4) when said first communications channel is released 
(column 3:lines 8-11; column 4:line 53-column 5:line 7; voice channel is converted into 
control channel during lulls in communication), wherein said system is a dispatch 

■ 

system (column 2:lines 41-50); wherein during a dispatch call, said application 
processor generates a message [neighbor cell information] and instructs said base 
station to transmit said message to at least one of the set of callers over said second 
communications channel (column 2:lines 41-50; column 5:lines 51-54); wherein both the 
first communications channel and the second communications channel are part of the 
dispatch system (col. 4, line 26-col. 5, line 7). However, GETTLEMAN does not 
expressly disclose wherein said message is a user-recognizable notification that a party 
is attempting to contact at least one of the set of callers. MA discloses wherein the 
message is a user-recognizable notification that a party is attempting to contact at least 
one of the set of callers [call waiting] (column 3:line 66-column 5:line 7). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify GETTLEMAN to include notification that a party is attempting to 
contact one of the mobile subscribers within the control channel, as both inventions 
involve using a wireless system and message transmittance within the control channel. 
This is beneficial in that it allows the disclosed invention of GETTLEMAN to more 
efficiently process control information when communicating with another subscriber. 
However the combination of GETTLEMAN and MA does not expressly disclose wherein 
said application processor permits at least one of the set of callers to determine whether 
to terminate the first communications channel in response to the receipt of the user- 
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recognizable notification. SHAFFER discloses wherein an application processor [call 
manager] permits at least one of the set of callers to determine whether to terminate the 
first communications channel in response to the receipt of a user-recognizable 
notification (paragraph 25, 33, 50, 61; in response to a hold message a user is 
permitted to disconnect a first media stream (i.e. terminate a communication channel) 
and place another call if desired. Although SHAFFER shows wired devices, it is clear 
from paragraph 18 and 21 that various devices and networks are considered). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combination of GETTLEMAN and MA to end a 
first communication channel, as taught by SHAFFER since it is well known and common 
in the art to release resources used by two terminals after a call has been disconnected. 
It is further noted that during a call waiting notification situation, it is well known and 
conventional to permit either an caller or called terminal to terminate a communication 
channel by ending the current call. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. GETTLEMAN further discloses wherein said 
application processor instructs said base station to convert said first communications 
channel to said second communications channel for the shorter duration of a 
predetermined amount of time and a time until said first communications channel is no 
longer released (column 5:lines 60-64; control channel is active for a short period during 
lull in communication after a predefined duration). 
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Regarding claim 12, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. GETTLEMAN further discloses wherein 
application processor instructs said base station to selectively convert said second 
communications channel back to said first communications channel (column 4:line 53- 
column 5:line 7). 

Regarding claim 16, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 

matter this claim is dependant upon. GETTLEMAN further discloses wherein the first 

communications channel is a traffic channel (410, 420, 430-Figure 4; column 4:line 53- 

• - ■ 

column 5:line 7) and the second communications channel is a temporary control 

channel (415, 425-Figure 4; column 4:line 53-column 5:line 7). 

Regarding claim 17, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject . 

matter this claim is dependant upon. GETTLEMAN further discloses further comprising 

at least one communications unit assigned to said first communications channel . 

(column 4:lines 44-52), wherein the set of callers use said communications units to 

communicate with one another (column 4:line 53-column 5:line 7) and wherein said first 

communications channel is released when none of said communications units that are 

assigned to said first communications channel are transmitting over said first 

communications channel (column 5:lines 4-6; communication channel can be 

reassigned if temporary control channel is active for extend periods of time). 

> 

4. Claims 5 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
GETTLEMAN et al (US 5,987,332) in view of MA et al (US 5,995,500) and SHAFFER et 
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al (US 2006/0171519 A1) as applied to their parent claims above, and further in view of 
LADUE (US 6,070,070). 

Regarding claims 5 and 14, see the rejections of the parent claims concerning 
the subject matter these claims are dependant upon. However, the combination of 
GETTLEMAN, MA and SHAFFER does not disclose wherein the notification includes 
information that reveals the identity of the party attempting to contact at least one of the 
set of callers. LADUE discloses wherein the notification includes information [caller I.D.] 
that reveals the identity of the party attempting to contact at least one of the set of 
callers (column 14:line 57-column 15:Iine 11). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
combination of GETTLEMAN, MA and SHAFFER to include identification information of 
the caller within the control channel, as taught by LADUE since caller ID is another 
supplemental service that can be transmitted to a subscriber through the control 
channel that allows a user to judge whether to interrupt a current call. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ariel Balaoing whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on (571) 272-7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ariel Balaoing - Art Unit 261 7 



Application/Control Number: 10/631,234 
Art Unit: 2617 



Page 



AB 



WILLIAM TROST 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



